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EuroFSA Network Meeting, Arnhem 6 June 2017 – ‘REFLECTIONS’ 
 

Over 20 people committed to improving fire safety attended the Network Meeting. Following the 
introductions, participants discussed presentations on the following subjects: 

 Statistics on Fatal Domestic Fires – Rene Hagen 

 Fire Safety of Upholstered Furniture – Lieuwe de Witte 

 Introduction to German initiatives on Fire Safety Education – Frieder Kircher & Wolfgang 
Hochbruck 

 Improving Electrical Cable Fire Safety in Europe – Volker Wendt 

 FEEDS – Residential Electrical Safety – Benoit Dome 

 Demonstration of EFSA Website – Christel von Reeken 
 

These presentations provoked an interesting debate that helped develop the strategies for the 
EuroFSA. In particular the following key areas were seen as the best ways the EuroFSA can influence 
fire safety for the citizen in the foreseeable future: 
 
Statistics 
Many efforts have been made to create reliable, consistent and verifiable fire statistics across 
Europe but there is still a big gap in this regard. EuroFSA is to create a small group of participating 
countries (5) and collect statistics across a limited but key number of areas. This would mean that 
the significant sample that would be collected allows accurate conclusions to be drawn from such 
data and apply across other European countries. In addition, by establishing a model for the 
collection of statistics this may encourage further countries to contribute. 
Rene Hagen is putting together the project proposal. 
 
Furniture Safety 
A ‘panel of experts’ brought together by the Federation of European Fire Officers Associations (FEU) 
has completed a project looking at appropriate tests to improve the safety of furniture and 
mattresses in the home. The project report will be launched for the public by the FEU at the 
International Safety Education Seminar Conference and the EuroFSA will support the FEU in 
promoting the findings of the report to national and European policy makers and to the wider 
furniture industry. 
Chris Addiers on behalf of the FEU will determine the type and level of support required 
 
Electrical Safety 
Common concerns were identified from within the presentations from both Europacable and FEEDS. 
EuroFSA recognises the risks posed by poor and sub-standard electrics and by ‘rogue’, fraudulent 
products finding their way into the market.  Regarding the FEEDS initiative, EuroFSA will contribute 
to the working group(s) that are being created and use the fire network to add further support. 
Regarding electrical cable fire safety, Thomas Neesen and Volker Wendt will forward suggested 
meeting dates between EuroFSA and industry representatives. 
Meeting arranged with Europacable 12 July near Amsterdam 
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Communications/Website 
EuroFSA would like meeting participants and the wider fire network to contribute reports and 
information to the EuroFSA website as a means for widespread dissemination. Particular reference 
was made to the many high quality community fire safety initiatives that are taking place across 
Europe and that would be of benefit to those in the same field. The EuroFSA ‘team’ will do its utmost 
to ensure the currency of existing content. 
Christel von Reeken continues to develop the EuroFSA website. To make continuation of our 
cooperation more effective Christel would like to place contact details of all participants of our 
meeting on the website. If you agree to this, please inform Christel (news@eurofsa.org) about this by 
sending her your picture including your linkedin page. Of course we make sure all participants will 
automatically receive our newsletter.  
 
This paper is a summary of discussions and outcomes from the network meeting and can be shared 
as participants prefer. At our website you find the presentations held on June 6  
https://www.internationalfiresafetyalliance.org/publications/ 
 
 
 
Best regards,  
 
Mike Hagen,  
Chair EuroFSA 
 

Participants EuroFSA Meeting Arnhem 6 June 2017 
 

Name Organization 

Mike Hagen (Chairman EuroFSA) European Fire Safety Alliance 

Frieder Kircher Berliner feuerwehr 

Wolfgang Hochbruck Anglistik uni freiburg 

Rene Hagen Fire Service Academy 

Rob Baardse Dutch Burns Foundation 

Chris Addiers FEU 

Volker Wendt Europacable 

Patricia Beumer Fire Service Academy 

Christel von Reeken Dutch Burns Foundation 

Benoit Dome International Copper Association 

Kasturirangan, Kannah Chemtura 

Lieuwe de Witte Dutch Burns Foundation 

Eila Lindfors University Finland 

Brita Somerkoski University Finland 

Adam McCarthy Albemarle 

Marcello Francati Copenhagen Fire Department 

Koen Maertens Osacare 

René Nolten Sprue 

Joost Ebus Veiligheidsregio Gelderland Midden 

Dieter Brants Fire Department Leuven 

Thomas Neesen Europacable 
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Irma Oen Brandwonden Centrum Rotterdam  

Alan Brinson (dinner) Eurosprinkler 
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