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• An Alliance of trade associations and companies representing the plastics industry in the construction sector
(thermoplastics and thermosets).

• An essential pillar of our cause is the ambition for greater fire safety across the construction industry. It is a key
driver of our product design and manufacturing: improving the fire safety of buildings is a joint responsibility of the
whole value chain involved in building and construction.

• That is why, by engaging with policy makers and stakeholders, we are committed to supporting the EU in ensuring
safe and sustainable construction for people across Europe.
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• Supporter of the European Fire Safety Action Plan
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Own Initiative Report

‘Maximising the Energy Efficiency potential of the EU building stock’:

Sources: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ITRE/DV/2020/07-06/Compromises_EnergyEfficiencyPotentialOfEU_BuildingStock_EN.pdf



5

European Fire Safety action plan :



https://www.modernbuildingalliance.eu/b-i-o-framework

https://www.modernbuildingalliance.eu/b-i-o-framework
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Ensuring the fire safety of buildings is a complex issue requiring competent professionals with clear roles and

responsibilities, who are involved during the buildings’ design, construction and maintenance phases.
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“ The fact that serious fire accidents in the EU (Bucharest disco, Grenfell tower) were caused

by non-compliance with existing fire regulations points rather at the need to enforce existing

Member States regulations than at the need for new regulations at EU level. ”

Fulvia Raffaelli,

European Commission, Head of unit, DG Grow C1, 

European Parliament, 28 November 2018
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“ If you wanted to have brain surgery, you would go to a highly qualified neurosurgeon, because you know that it is an

incredibly complex problem. (…), fire safety is also an incredibly complex problem. Therefore, it requires an equal level of

competence, and we cannot ignore that by putting in place all sorts of other measures to try to cover the fact that we do

not have the skills that would enable us to design buildings of that level of complexity. ”

Professor José Torero, 
University College London,

Scottish Parliament, 20 November 2019

Sources: Official Report of Local Government and Communities Committee meeting on Building Regulations and Fire Safety in Scotland of 20 November 2019

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12382&mode=pdf

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12382&mode=pdf
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Buildings are getting more and more complex…

Developing fire safety knowledge and competencies is a necessity, 

in particular to ensure that fire safety adequately accompanies the sustainable transformation of 

the building stock.
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The EPBD requires energy experts

Art.17: independent accredited experts for energy performance certification and inspection of heating and air-conditioning

systems

Art.18: independent control of energy performance certificates and inspection reports

 According to our survey with architects, energy experts are involved in 42.2% of their projects
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Revised EPBD (2018):

• New Article 2a, paragraph 7: Each Member State may use its long-term renovation strategy (LTRS) to address fire safety and risks related to 

intense seismic activity affecting energy efficiency renovations and the lifetime of buildings.

• Article 7, paragraph 5: Member States shall encourage, in relation to buildings undergoing major renovation, high-efficiency alternative 

systems, in so far as this is technically, functionally and economically feasible, and shall address the issues of healthy indoor climate 

conditions, fire safety and risks related to intense seismic activity.

 According to our survey, architects consults fire experts for 36.2% of their projects

? Could the EPBD promote fire safety competency?

 Independent accredited expert for fire safety design and for inspection of electrical and 

safety installations?



13

1. Define roles, responsibilities and required competencies for accredited fire safety professionals 

Compare with current situation and analyse shortcomings

 Fire safety engineers, fire safety designers, electrical/fire safety inspectors…

Map the current situation and analyse gaps

2. Identify a way to embed the need for fire safety competency in legislation 

 The EPBD could require accredited fire experts to be involved into building design, construction/renovation, and 

inspections?

3. Develop knowledge and education at National and EU levels

 Erasmus +, Horizon programmes, BuildUp Skills… can be used to develop knowledge, research and education on 

fire safety
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