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Introduction

• 6 million people seek medical help for
burns annually.

• Yearly 180.000 deaths worldwide 
following burns.

• Most incidents in low- or middle-income
countries.

(WHO, 2018)



Injuries in the European Union

• European Association for Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion (EuroSafe, 2016)

• https://www.eurosafe.eu.com/home

• The injury pyramid for the European Union • Estimated 38 Million injuries in the EU by severity



Injuries in the European Union

• Children (and elderly) at risk!



Injuries in the European Union



Increasing 
awareness



Towards behavior change



Increasing awareness – different methods

• Websites

• Educational materials: leaflets, brochures, booklets, posters,…

• National media campaigns

• Exhibitions

• School programs

• Holistic approach

• … 



Increasing awareness – leaflets, posters,…

Paulinchen (D) 
www.paulinchen.eu

Hautstigma (CH) 
www.hautstigma.ch

http://www.pulinchen.eu/
http://www.hautstigma.ch/


Community-based interventions





Increasing awareness - exhibitions

Rewritten. About living with scars (B) 
www.oscare.be/herschreven

Marks of Pride and Beauty Marks (NL)

https://www.facebook.com/marksofprideandbeauty

Dutch Burns Foundation

http://www.oscare.be/herschreven
https://www.facebook.com/marksofprideandbeauty


Increasing awareness – Face Equality

Face Equality Day (B) 
www.faceequalityday.be

Face Equality Week (CH)

https://www.hautstigma.ch

Changing Faces (UK) 
www.faceequalityinternational.org

http://www.faceequalityday.be/
https://www.facebook.com/marksofprideandbeauty
http://www.faceequalityinternational.org/


Increasing awareness – Face Equality Day

Sign the Manifesto  
www.faceequalityday.be/manifest

http://www.faceequalityday.be/manifest


Increasing awareness – Media campaigns

Close the door (B) 
www.doededeurdicht.be
www.fermezlaporte.be
www.machdieturzu.be

http://www.doededeurdicht.be/
http://www.fermezlaporte.be/
http://www.machdieturzu.be/


Increasing awareness – digital platforms

www.leefbrandveilig.be

http://www.leefbrandveilig.be/


Increasing awareness – School programs

BFireSafe@School

https://www.bfiresafeatschool.eu

• Erasmus+ project

Ireland, Lithuania, Denmark, 
Germany, Spain, Belgium and 
Finland

Funded by the Erasmus+ programme of the European Union

https://www.bfiresafeatschool.eu/


Increasing awareness – School programs

https://nouhata.fi/en/

• Fire Safety Weeks (Fi)

https://nouhata.fi/en/


Increasing awareness – Movie Fire Safety Week: You Act First



Increasing awareness – Holistic approach

EVAPREM (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Denmark and Finland)

http://www.evaprem.eu

• EVAPREM (2017-2018) –
European consortium

• ERB prevention strategy draws 
from the New Public 
Governance model, which seeks 
to employ private sector 
management techniques in the 
public sector, as well as co-
production with citizens.

• 3 types of prevention activities: 
informing, teaching and
consulting

The number of fire deaths per 100,000 population in Estonia and comparison countries

http://www.evaprem.eu/


Intervention programmes

Final thoughts on 

• Assess needs

• Programme Planning

• implementation 

• … and evaluation



EBA Prevention website

Examples of existing literature on offer in 
member countries plus their links for 
accessing

• Host an image library with suggested key 
messages

• Newsletter - a topical prevention message in 
each edition

For Whom: 

• Target audience – those wishing to provide 
information or deliver sessions to parents, other 
carers of children, child practitioners i.e.  
outreach workers, family support workers & 
child educaters.

HTTP://WWW.EUROBURN.ORG

http://prevention.euroburn.org/


Take home messages

• (At least 50% of all) BURNS accidents ARE PREVENTABLE

• Severe burn injuries (requiring hospitalization) still occur often and have a high impact on 
morbidity and mortality. In some countries, a decreasing incidence is noted over time.

• Half of the patients are younger than 16 years, and up to 60-75% of the victims are male 
patients (except in the elderly population).

• Flame burns and scalds are the most frequent causes of burns among all age groups.

• Mortality varies considerably among different populations (range, 1.4% to 34%, with a 
decreasing trend over time), and clearly correlates with an increasing mean total burned 
surface area.

• National and international registration of epidemiologic data of populations with burn 
injuries should be promoted. Consensus definitions (for example, inhalation injury) are, 
however, obligatory to compare different populations and will subsequently improve burn 
care.

• Burns- and fire-prevention DOES matter!





Thank you!

Questions?


