Creative Pedagogies for Fire Safety Education: Reflections from the Humanitarian Sector

People all around the world who live in humanitarian settings, such as refugee and IDP camps, collective centres, and
informal settlements, are exposed to fire hazards daily. As seen in recent devastating fires in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh,
that displaced 12,000 refugees, and in the Hargheisa marketplace fire in Somaliland in 2022, fire incidents are an all-
too-common experience, causing loss of shelter, property and livelihoods, injury, and death to already vulnerable
populations. In a broader humanitarian and development context that is only recently beginning to take note of the
impacts of fire, where knowledge of fire safety, and access to resources for mitigation and response are all low, the need
for contextualised fire safety education is stark. The unequal impact of fire demands a new approach to fire safety
education that reflects how the range of people within a settlement community understand and experience fire risk,
and of their capacities to reduce this risk.

Within this presentation, we explore the possibilities for rethinking fire safety education that emerge from creative
pedagogies. Drawing on research and practice with communities living in tented camps and informal settlements in
Lebanon and South Africa, and from interviews conducted with humanitarian practitioners, we reflect upon:

e The levels of knowledge and understanding of fire safety within the humanitarian sector, including at the
community and practitioner levels, and consider what this means for future thinking around fire safety education.

e The challenges to and opportunities created by using creative methods such as learner/participant photography and
visual mapping within fire safety education.

By reflecting on the possibilities of non-formal, informal, and experiential learning for developing knowledge and
understanding to improve fire safety in humanitarian settings, we aim to build further cross-sector and interdisciplinary
collaboration on a complex safety problem through a community-focused lens.
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Our MISSION is to connect fire safety knowledge to local and global

humanitarian and urban development efforts to reduce the unequal impact of fire
on people, property and livelihoods in vulnerable communities around the world
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05% of fire deaths occur in LMICs

[] High-Income Countries (HICs)
[ ] Low- and Middle-Income Countries (LMICs)
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Fires in Humanitarian Settings




Current approaches to fire safety education in the
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Fire Safety IEC Guidance | Poster Distribution and Awareness Raising [EN/AR/TR]

B Manual and Guideline « Sources:

CCCM Cluster, IOM « Posted: 18 Aug 2023 « Originally published: 18 Aug 2023

Please see: a) Fire Safety Risk Prevention Guidance b) Fire Safety
Awareness Raising Session Guidance c) Posters | How to reduce

fire risk.

Where and when should fire safety posters be distributed?

« Intemporary settlements with or without distribution of
accompanying fire safety kits — it may be that a site already
has received fire equipment or materials but not
accompanying awarenes raising, alternatively it may be that it
is not feasible to provide kits but fire safety awareness raising
is still viewed as a priority, along with accompanying IEC
materials

« In conjunction with/accompanying distribution of fire safety

kits

How to prioritise sites?

Primary country:

Tirkiye

Sources:
CCCM Cluster / International Organization

for Migration

Disaster:
Turkiye/Syria: Earthquakes - Feb 2023
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Prepare

FIRE DANGER

« Exit quickly from the location of
the fire. -
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Knowledge Pract|ce and the Expert
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Education — The System —
The Resistance

Paulo Freire: ‘Pedagogy of the
Oppressed’ 1970

Kindling



Critically Creative
Consclous

Arts-based
Fire Safety —

| Co-created
Education
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A CRITICALLY ENGAGED CREATIVE
PEDAGOGY FOR FIRE SAFETY
EDUCATION

* |[dentifying fire hazards
* Discussing hazard, exposure, vulnerability = fire risk
* Exploring solutions & constraints



Inclusive and Collaborative
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Engaging & Creative
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Reflections

*\We have a long way to go... more research is
needed

*Reimagining Fire Safety Education for
humanitarian and development settings
requires:

* Collaboration: range of partners, community-led,
co-created

* Openness: piloting, reflecting, revisiting,
evaluating, unlearning.
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Baseline Fire Safety Assessment:
Marketplaces in Hargeisa

Final Report August 29, 2022
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A comparative study of fire risk emergence in
informal settlements in Dhaka and Cape Town
By Danielle Antonellis, Laura Hirst, John Twigg, Sandra Vaiciulyte,
Reasat Faisal, Melissa Spiegel, George Faller, Richard Walls,
Natalia Flores, Birgitte Messerschmidt

Executive summary: Catastrophic fires are frequent in informal
settiements around the waorld, where ane billon people e, A complex
adaptive systems framewoark is developed to untangle the emeargence
and manifestation of fire risk. Insights from case study analysis in
Dhala, Bangladesh and Cape Town, South Africa reveal the importance
of Interdisciplinarity, brood participation, and systems mapping when
oddressing safety of complex systems.

This preject was supportad by the Royal Academy of Enginearing and the Lioye's
Foundation under the “Safer Complex Systems - Call for Case Studies.

- Stage 1B (Researeh) scheme” Comparetive study of fire risk emergence In

Informal settiements In Dhaka and Cape Town.
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The State of Fire Safety in the
Humanitarian Sector
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